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We may fall into similar illusions respecting dis-
tance in auditory perception. A change of wind, an
unusual stillness in the air, is quite sufficient to produce
the sense that sounding objects are nearer than they
actually are. The art of the ventriloquist manifestly
aims at producing this kind of illusion. By imitating
the dull effect of a.distant voice, he is able to excite
in the minds of his audience a powerful conviction that
the sounds proceed from a distant point. There is
little doubt that ventriloquism has played* a- con-
spicuous part in the arts of divination and magic.

Misconception of Local Arrangement.

Let us now pass to a class of illusions closely related
to those having to do with distance, but involving some
special kind of circumstance which-powerfully suggests
a particular arrangement in space. One of the most
striking examples of these is the erroneous localization
of a quality in space, that is to say, the reference of it
to an object nearer, or- further off than the right one.
Thus, when we look through a piece of yellow glass at
a dull, wintry landscape, we are disposed to imagine
that we are looking at a sunny scene of preternatural
warmth. A moment's reflection would tell us that the
yellow tint, with which the objects appear to be
suffused, conies from the presence of the glass ; yet, in
spite of this, the illusion persists with a curious force.
The explanation is, of course, that the circumstances
are exceptional, that in a vast majority of cases the
impression of colour belongs to.the object and not to
an intervening medium,1 and that consequently we
1 Tills is at least true of all near objects.